
Halmstad, 11th of January, 2026 / Let the Earth Hear His Voice 

 
Sermon: Acts 2,36–41 
 

“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.”  

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter 
and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” Peter replied, 
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far 
off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.”  

With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, 
“Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who received 
his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three 
thousand souls.  

The reading is from the Pentecostal Day, where thousands of people are 
gathered in Jerusalem. A manifestation of the Holy Spirit takes place, when 
people from different parts of the Roman Empire are together. Different 
nationalities observe the wonders of God in their own tongues. Peter 
proclaims the good news of Jesus; about his ministry, suffering, death and 
resurrection. He has been exalted to the right hand of God and the promised 
Holy Spirit is poured out. The worldwide church is established.  
 
The story is a missionary event, an extraordinary one. It stands as a good 
example in all times, supposed to continue throughout the world, according 
to the given commission of Jesus.   
 
Our passage is a conclusion; somehow a statement / a hard and blessed 
speech of Peter: Save yourselves from this corrupt generation. The condition 
of man’s position before God is not favourable. But God interferes for the 
salvation of man.   
 
Five points to be explored in the sermon:  
 



●​ Corrupt generation 
●​ Jesus Christ and him crucified 
●​ Repent and believe the good news of Jesus  
●​ Gift of the Holy Spirit  
●​ Mission  

 
Corrupt generation 
Save yourselves from this corrupt generation (2,40). The fall into sin is deep 
indeed – we have no abilities to restore our lost status before God. Even 
worse; when Jesus comes into this world we decide not to receive him. Our 
opposition is proclaimed in a straightforward way: … you, with the help of 
wicked men, put him (Jesus) to death by nailing him to the cross (2,23). We 
caused the death of Jesus. We have burdened him with our sins and wearied 
him with our offenses. You and I have certainly not chosen Jesus, we have 
despised him.  
 
Jesus Christ and him crucified 
You did not choose me, but I chose you, Jesus says (John 15,16). That is the 
reason for his coming, his going to Jerusalem to suffer and die for our sins. 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us 2 Cor 5,21). A tremendous 
sacrifice! God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
people’s sins against them (2 Cor 5,19). Paul puts emphasis upon Jesus Christ 
and him crucified (1 Cor 2,2), as a priority in his preaching. It is a mystery 
that has been hidden, that God destined for our glory before time began. 
What a paradox: when we decided to get rid of Jesus, God decided to save 
us. And God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death. 
It was impossible for death to keep its hold on him … God has made this 
Jesus, whom we crucified, both Lord and Messiah. He is risen, indeed, he is 
risen! 
 
Repent and believe the good news of Jesus 
What a surprise! Who can avoid being touched by such a message? People 
were cut in their hearts, asking: “What to do”? Is there a way to avoid 
punishment due to our mismanagement of life? Peter replies: Repent and be 
baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins (2,38). There is a way, a solution for lost mankind. Even for you 
and for me. Let us confess our sins before God and receive the precious gift: 



forgiveness of our sins. All of it is available due to the atonement of Christ. 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God (2 Cor 5,21). 
 
Gift of the Holy Spirit  
Walking with God, through baptism and faith, means a brand new life. Being 
disciples of Jesus. You will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, Peter says (2,38). 
We become Christ’s ambassadors. Saved by grace, through faith in Jesus 
Christ, means a call to serve. Paul says … we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do 
(Eph 2,10). Jesus called his disciples, saying: Follow me, and I will make you 
fishers of men (Matth 4,19). 
 
Mission 
What is the purpose of God’s mission? Making disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit … teaching them to obey everything Jesus commanded you. The 
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom 
the Lord our God will call (2,39). Paul uses an expression: We are “God’s 
co-workers”. Imagine!  
 
There is salvation for a corrupt generation. This message of the Kingdom 
will be preached to all nations, then the Lord Jesus will return in glory.  
 
Five points have been explored in the sermon:  

●​ Corrupt generation 
●​ Jesus Christ and him crucified 
●​ Repent and believe the good news of Jesus  
●​ Gift of the Holy Spirit  
●​ Mission 

 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
 

+​ Roland Gustafsson 


